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Hi Neighbor, 

I’m Debra (Debbie) Washington and it is my honor to serve this community as a 

board member and President.  I’m looking forward to working with the others 

board members serving our community and ensuring that Winterset remains a 

respectable and beautiful community.  I have lived here for over 12 years and 

have seen the community grow over the years.  I am aware of some specific 

needs but request your assistance with recognizing the needs that interest you.  

I am committed to doing my best to see that all concerns are considered, 

addressed and resolved in a manner that will benefit the community.  It is up to 

EACH RESIDENT TO GET INVOLVED!  Everyone’s input, participation and 

cooperation is needed to make this a wonderful place to live!  You can do your 

part by: 

 Attending HOA meetings 
 Contributing constructive ideas for the community 
 Participating in one or more of the HOA committees (Architectural, 

Social, Newsletter, New Development, Neighbor Awareness and 
Landscape) 

 Remain current on HOA fees or payments 
 Identify community issues and concerns 

 

My vision for Winterset is very simple. I would like to build upon the progress 

that has already been made by taking additional steps to ensure that our 

community’s appearance is clean, well kept and within the standards defined in 

our covenants and guidelines. I will ensure that our vendors/contractors and 

companies employed (by the board) to perform services do so and that the 

work meets the standards we are accustom to.  If we all work together, 

Winterset can be one of the most influential HOA’s in the county.  I ask that you 

do your part in helping us achieve these goals. 

Sincerely, 
Debbie Washington, President 

May 2010 
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ARE YOU NEW TO THE COMMUNITY? 

On behalf of the Winterset Board of Directors,        

The board uses electronic media to send out important announcements and notifications.  If you would 

like to receive them electronically, please send your email address to wintersetbod@yahoo.com.  Be 

sure to include your name and address.   Also if your email address has changed please let us know. 

PETS 

Please remember to walk your dog with a leash and clean up any waste left by your pet. Also the Board 

has received complaints about excessive and constant barking occurring at night. Please be considerate 

of your neighbors.   

SPEED LIMIT 

The speed limit is 25 miles per hour within the community; however motorist should be aware of 

children and your fellow neighbor out walking the neighborhood and reduce your SPEED!  We do not 

want anyone to be involved in an accident. Please pass this message on to your youthful driver also. 

      COMMERCIAL VEHICLES         

JUST A REMINDER, COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, I.E. 

TRAILERS, TOW TRUCKS, COMPANY CARGO VANS, BOATS CANNOT BE HOUSED IN 

WINTERSET.   PLEASE REFER TO OUR ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL GUIDELINES FOR 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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LANDSCAPE TIPS 

Spring Lawn Care 

First the bad news: if you neglect spring lawn care (and 

related concerns pertaining to your mower), you could 

end up paying for it the rest of the year. Now the good 

news: spring lawn care doesn't entail nearly the amount of work that you'll have to 

inves t in mowing  alone throughout the summer months. In fact, most of you will 

need to implement only about half of the following ten tips for spring lawn care, 

depending upon your own unique circumstances. Furthermore, I point out in a few 

instances below that  the task in question is better performed as part of your fall 

lawn care , if you can wait that long.  

Spring Lawn Care Tip #1: Raking  

Raking will be your first task of spring lawn care. Okay, I can hear the groans 

coming from all lands near and far, wherever grassy carpets are cultivated: "But we 

already raked leaves in the fall !" Sorry, but raking is for more than just removing 

leaves: it's for controlling thatch , too. A thatch build -up of more than 1/2 inch is 

considered excessive. Thatch is the reason why I recommend that, when you rake 

leaves in the fall, you make the effort to rake deeply. Don't just skim the surface, 

so as to remove  the leaves. A deep raking will remove thatch, too, allowing you to 

kill two birds with one stone. Even if you followed this advice in fall, I still 

recommend a spring raking: it will remove grass blades that died over the winter --  

dead blades that are ju st waiting to become thatch!  

But there's often another good reason for a spring raking. As you survey your lawn 

in spring, see if there are any matted patches, in which the grass blades are all 

stuck together. This can be caused by a disease known as "sno w mold." New grass 
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may have difficulty penetrating these matted patches. But a light raking will be 

sufficient to solve this problem.  

Just when  you should perform any of these spring lawn care tasks will depend upon 

the climate of your own region. But Mot her Nature provides palpable cues in some 

cases. For instance, when you're pretty sure the snow season (if you have one) is 

over in your region, begin raking. Applying pre -emergent herbicides  

Spring Lawn Care Tip #2: Check for Compaction  

If your lawn is s ubjected to high levels of traffic year after year, it may eventually 

start to show signs of decline. In such cases, your lawn is probably suffering from 

compaction . For instance, the presence of moss plants  signals compaction (among 

other things).  Lawn a eration  is the remedy for compaction. The good news is that 

lawn aerators can be rented at your local rental center. The bad news is that the 

experts recommend postponing lawn aeration until fall. But if, during your "spring 

lawn checkup," you become aware  of compaction, at least you can plan on setting 

aside some time in the fall to take care of it.  

Spring Lawn Care Tip #3: Liming  

Besides compaction, the presence of moss plants also signals acidity . But grass 

likes a neutral  soil pH. You can solve this pr oblem by liming your soil. But don't 

expect a quick fix: the effects of liming are slow to take place. But first send a soil 

sample to your local county extension to determine the extent of your soil's acidity. 

The county extension will also be able to adv ise you on how much lime per square 

foot you'll need. Apply the lime using a lawn spreader. But if your lawn has been 

doing fine and shows no signs of suffering from acidity, don't apply lime. Liming is 

only a corrective measure, not a preventive measure. A soil that is too alkaline  will 

also cause your lawn problems, so too much lime is as bad as not enough.  

Spring Lawn Care Tip #4: Overseeding  

Is your lawn riddled with bare patches due to dog spots , heavy traffic or neglect? If 

so, you may need to apply grass seed to fill in those bare patches. This solution is 

known as " overseeding lawns ." Apply a slow - release nitrogen fertilizer when you 

overseed. Five weeks after the grass germinates, apply a quick - release nitrogen 

fertilizer. However, spring isn't the  very best time for overseeding lawns. Fall is the 

preferred time, when the new grass won't have to compete with crabgrass (see 
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Page 2), which is killed off by autumn frosts. So postpone overseeding until fall, 

unless your situation is dire.  

Spring Lawn C are Tip #5: Fertilizing  

Lawns can be fertilized organically by using compost  and mulching mowers . But for 

those who prefer chemical fertilizers, Scotts provides a lawn fertilizing schedule . 

Many experts, however, recommend a lighter feeding in spring and a  heavier one in 

late fall . In addition to the above tasks of spring lawn care, don't forget weed 

control and making sure your mower is ready for the mowing season.  More 

information can be found at: 

http://landscaping.about.com/od/lawns/a/spring_lawns.htm  

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE ON 
OUR COMMITTEES 

If you are interested in joining one of our committees 
(committee and description listed below), please send an 
email to winterbod@yahoo.com . Please include your 
name, address, contact number and committee name. 
 
 

Committee Descriptions: 
Architectural Review:  Responsible for enforcing the Architectural Control Provisions of the 

Declaration, Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions.  Responsibilities include reviewing applications for 
architectural change, issuing recommendations to the board of directors, performing inspections of 
approved changes to ensure that changes adhere to approved plans, poor dwelling maintenance, and 
manage neighborhood concerns as they relate to aesthetic violations and nuisances. 

 
Landscape Committee: Responsible for monitoring the contracted Landscaper for the Winterset 

community to ensure the grounds maintenance is performed properly.  Responsible for reviewing the 
annual bid proposal submitted by landscapers and recommends a landscaper that is qualified and within 
the Winterset HOA budget to the Board of Directors. 

http://landscaping.about.com/od/lawns/a/spring_lawns.htm
mailto:winterbod@yahoo.com
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New Development Committee: Responsible for informing the community and Board of all 

proposed development in the surrounding areas of Winterset. 
 

Newsletter Committee:  Responsible for creating and distributing the Winterset newsletter.  

Provide the community with relevant political, social, educational and economic news (local, state and 
national) that may affect the community. 
 

Social Committee:  Responsible for promoting community fellowship and organizing social events 

and activities.  These activities include Winterset Community Day, seasonal/holiday events, coordinating 
volunteer and charitable events. 

REMINDERS 
 

Please provide your email address to Wintersetbod@yahoo.com.  This will assist the Board with 
providing information to you in a timely fashion. 
 
Planning to do outside home improvements?  Please refer to Architectural Guidelines (located on 
Wintersethoa.com) prior to starting your project and REMEMBER, DO NOT START YOUR PROJECT 
WITHOUT HOA APPROVAL. 
 
Trash, Grass Clippings and Recycling 
Household refuse pick up days are Tuesday and Friday.  Residents are reminded that trash must be in 
TRASH CANS and can be placed at the curb the night before or the morning of and must be removed  
and store away from the front of home that evening.  Grass clippings are picked up on WEDNESDAY.  
Placing bags at the curb on days other than Wednesday contributes to making the neighbor unsightly 
and is a violation of guidelines.  Recycled materials are picked up on Thursdays. 
 

Important Numbers 
Fire, Police, Emergency 911 

PG County Police 9Non Emergency 301 333 4000 

District II Police Station 301 390 2100 

County Building Permits Office 301 952 4456 

Trash Collection/Recycling 301 952 7630 

Bulk Trash Removal 301 952 7600 

MISS UTILITY 1 800 257 7777 

PEPCO 1 877 737 2662 or 202 872 3432 

WSSC (Water Commission) 1 800 634 8400 

Department of Public Works 301 499  8520 or  301  350 0500 

Washington Gas 1 800 752 7520 

Quiza Management 301 805 1050 
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